
Questions we will answer during this session:

What information is collected on the FAFSA?

What are the different types of FAFSAs and
output documents?

Session 3
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What information is collected on the FAFSA?

Tony comes into your office, FAFSA in hand, confused
on how to answer several questions.  You meet with your
fellow FAAs to help him.   

1) Before I get to my questions, I have a question for a friend originally
from Japan.  She just became a U.S. citizen, although she’s been in
the United States for a few years.  She also has an alien registration
number, which she put on last year’s FAFSA.  Should she still include
her alien registration number in number 14?  What should she put for
number 15?

2) My brother wanted me to ask you something, too.  He is hoping his
divorce will be complete any day now.  He has been separated from
his wife for 13 months.  He is filing his FAFSA this week.  How
should he answer number 16?

3) Why do I have to put my parents’ educational history in questions 23
and 24?  Why does that matter?

4) This will be my first year in college, but I did take some college
courses as a high school senior this year.  What should I put for
number 31?
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Tony’s Questions (cont’d)

5) I’m not sure if I will need loans or want to do work study this year.  I
don’t want to be tied to anything yet.  How should I answer numbers
34 and 35?

6) I haven’t filed my tax return yet, but I want to meet all the early
financial aid deadlines.  Should I still fill out the questions gathering
tax information?  If I estimate, what if my actual tax information
differs when I actually file my taxes?

7) My friend was on active duty in the Army, but was honorably
discharged.  How should he answer number 57?

8) My parents are separated.  I live with my mom most of the time now.
I see my dad on weekends and some holidays.  He sends my mom a
lot of money every month to support us, though.  He also told me to
tell you that he claims me as a dependent on his tax return.  Whose tax
information should be included in Step Four?

9) My friend, Tina, has a mean stepmom.  She told Tina she won’t
supply any of her tax information for Tina’s FAFSA.  Tina can get her
dad’s information.  Will this be sufficient for Tina to get financial aid?
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Tony’s Questions (cont’d)

10) What about my other friend, Sam?  His parents travel all the time, so
Sam lives with his grandparents.  Should he put his grandparents’ data
in Step Four?  Why or why not?

11) Let’s step back to Step One for a minute.  The parents of my other
friend, Howie, died two years ago.  He lives with his aunt. Should the
amount she spends on Howie’s food and shelter count as part of
Howie’s income on the FAFSA?  His aunt also makes his monthly car
payment, which is a debt in his name.  Should that count as Howie’s
income?  Why or why not?

12) My sister does not live at home anymore.  My mom sends her enough
money for everything – rent, food, you name it.  She wanted me to ask
you about number 77.  Should she include my sister as part of the
household?  Why or why not?

13) If I decided to move in with my girlfriend, and she pays all
my living expenses, would I be counted in her household size
when she files a FAFSA?  Why or why not?

14) I’m not sure which school to attend, and I don’t know which college
to list first in Step Five.  What do you suggest?

15) You answered so many questions.  Should you fill
out the preparer’s section in Step Six?
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What are the different types of FAFSAs and output documents?

Application Processing

FAFSA Express/
FAFSA on the Web

Paper FAFSA EDExpress

How is it completed and submitted?

The student:

• completes the
paper FAFSA;
and

• mails it in for
processing

The student:

• completes the
application on a
computer;

• sends it to the CPS
electronically; and

• prints, signs, and
mails the signature
page (unless an
independent student
is using a Renewal
FAFSA on the Web)

The student:

• completes the paper
FAFSA

The school official:

• enters the data
electronically;

• sends it to the CPS
online; and

• files the signed paper
FAFSA

How are changes made to the output documents?

The student:

• writes corrections on
Part 2 of the SAR and
mails it in for processing;
or

• takes corrections to the
school for electronic
processing

The student:

• writes corrections on Part 2
of the SAR and mails it in for
processing; or

• takes corrections to the
school for electronic
processing

The student:

• takes corrections to the
school for electronic
entry; or

• requests a paper SAR,
corrects Part 2, and
mails it in

What are the output documents?

The student receives
a SAR, and the
school receives an
ISIR.

The student receives
a SAR, and the
school receives an
ISIR.

The student receives
a SAR Information
Acknowledgment,
and the school
receives an ISIR.
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          Checkpoint #1: Types of FAFSAs

Circle the number of any statement that is false.

1) Students applying through EDExpress usually do not have to fill out a
paper FAFSA.

2) FAFSA Express can only be completed using a PC.  Macintosh users
cannot apply through FAFSA Express.

3) Students using FAFSA on the Web should print out, sign, and submit
a signature page.

4) Students using FAFSA Express also can complete a Renewal FAFSA
using that program.

5) Except for PLUS Loans, a student cannot benefit from any Title IV
financial aid without completing a FAFSA on paper, through
EDExpress, using FAFSA Express, or using FAFSA on the Web.

6) Dependent students still need to print a signature page for at least one
parent to sign when using Renewal FAFSA on the Web.

7) Schools are not required to keep a student’s paper FAFSA once they
enter and submit the student’s data using EDExpress.
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Checkpoint #2: Output Documents

Fill in the blanks using the correct letter from the choices below.  Each
choice is used only once.

a)  Central Processing System (CPS) g)  Information Review Form
b)  Data Release Number (DRN) h)  ISIR
c)  EDExpress I)  Pell-Eligible
d)  Student Aid Report (SAR) j)  Pell-Ineligible
e)  SAR Information Acknowledgement (IA) k)  Rejected
f) Information Request Form

After submitting her FAFSA using FAFSA on the Web, Fran received her
_____, which was ______ because her EFC was too high.  She discovered
that she had forgotten to list one school, Simon College, so she had to
resubmit her data to the _____ for reprocessing.  Soon, Simon College
received a(n) _____ for Fran.

Richard’s SAR came back with an EFC of 0.  Since he has yet to receive a
bachelor’s degree, his SAR is _____.  Richard noticed that he spelled the
name of his street wrong, so he wrote the correction on Part 2 of the SAR,
which was a(n) _____.

Instead of sending the FAFSA himself, Dustin took his FAFSA to the
school.  The school entered the data using _____.  Soon, Dustin received his
_____.

Jessica submitted a paper FAFSA.  She forgot to include several items, so
she received no EFC.  Her SAR was _____.  Part 2 of her SAR was a(n)
_____.  Her school told her they could submit her changes for her if she
supplied the school with her _____.
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The 1999-00 High School Counselor’s Handbook

A Guide to 1999-00 SARs and ISIRs
(GEN-98-30)

The 1999-00 FAFSA

FAFSA on the Web at http:\\www.fafsa.ed.gov

FAFSA Express:  call 1-800-801-0576 to order
or download from:
http:\\www.ed.gov/offices/OPE/express.html

Action Letter #3 (GEN-98-26)
(application processing)
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     Answer

Key

Tony’s Questions

1) She should not include her ARN.  She should just mark U.S. citizen for #15.
2) He should indicate on the FAFSA the status of his marriage on the day he

completes the form.
3) Certain state and private agencies award scholarships for first-generation

postsecondary school students.
4) Tony should still mark “1st year, Never Attended.”
5) Tony should say yes to all loan sources.  He can always refuse them later.
6) He should estimate.  If the real amounts differ, he can correct his data later.
7) His friend is a veteran.  Only a dishonorable discharge would preclude him from

being a veteran.
8) Tony should use his mom’s tax information, since Tony lived with her the most

over the past year.  If he had lived with both parents equally, he would have
included the parent who covered the most expenses for him.

9) Tina must get her stepmother’s financial data in order to complete the FAFSA.
10) Sam should still use his parents’ financial information.
11) The amount Howie’s aunt spends on his food and shelter (in-kind support) should

not be included as income.  However, the amount to cover his car payment (cash
support) should be included as untaxed income.

12) Since his sister is part of his immediate family, she is included because his parents
provide more than half of her expenses.

13) Tony’s girlfriend would include Tony in her household size since she is covering
more than half of his expenses and he is living under her roof.

14) The order of the colleges does not matter.
15) A preparer is someone who actually fills out the form in place of the student, not

someone who simply helps the student understand the questions, so you should
not fill out Step Six.

Checkpoint #1 – Types of FAFSAs

1) F
2) T
3) T
4) F
5) T
6) T
7) F
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Answer Key (cont’d)

Checkpoint #2:  Output Documents

After submitting her FAFSA using FAFSA on the Web, Fran received her SAR, which
was Pell-Ineligible because her EFC was too high.  She discovered that she forgot to list
one school, Simon College, so she had to resubmit her data to the CPS for reprocessing.
Soon, Simon College received a(n) ISIR for Fran.

Richard’s SAR came back with an EFC of 0.  Since he has yet to receive a bachelor’s
degree, his SAR is Pell-Eligible.  Richard noticed that he spelled the name of his street
wrong, so he wrote the correction on Part 2 of the SAR, which was a(n) Information
Review Form.

Instead of sending the FAFSA himself, Dustin took his FAFSA to the school.  The school
entered the data using EDExpress.  Soon, Dustin received his SAR IA.

Jessica submitted a paper FAFSA.  She forgot to include several items, so she received
no EFC.  Her SAR was rejected.  Part 2 of her SAR was a(n) Information Request
Form.  Her school told her they could submit her changes for her if she supplied the
school with her DRN.


